Course Syllabus
Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute

Professor John Thomas

HS 2760: Orthodoxy and Islam



Phone (415) 255-9376

Spring Semester 2007




Email: johnthoma@juno.com

Required Texts:
Michael Gervers and Ramzi Bikhazi, Conversion and Continuity
Speros Vryonis, The Decline of Medieval Hellenism in Asia Minor

David Cook, Understanding Jihad

Optional Texts:
David Nicolle, Historical Atlas of the Islamic World



Nadia El Cheikh, Byzantium Viewed by the Arabs



Halil Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire
Date
Cent.
Topic
Common Reading *

Feb. 1
1-7
1. Introduction
Cook 1-48

Feb. 8
1-7
2. Theological Foundations
Nicolle 6-35

Feb. 15
7-8
3. Reactions to the First Conquests
Nicolle 36-37, 48-55

Feb. 22
8-9
4. First Jihad
Gervers 461-477

Mar. 1
7-9
5. Djimmitude
Gervers 123-150

Mar. 8
7-9
6. Conversion and Polemic
Gervers 33-73

Mar. 15
10
7. Byzantine Counteroffensive
Cook 49-72; Gervers 407-433; El Cheikh 139-187

Mar. 22
11
8. Loss of Anatolia
Vryonis 194-243

Apr. 5
11-13
9. Western Crusades
Gervers 161-184; 289-311; Vryonis 352-401

Apr. 12
13-14
10. Second Jihad
Vryonis 288-349

Apr. 19
15
11. Destruction of Byzantium
Vryonis 403-442

Apr. 26
15-17
12. Tourkokrateia
Vryonis 444-462; Inalcik 59-103, 179-185

May 3
18-21
13. Modern Times
Cook 128-208

· Additional individual assignments to be arranged

