Speaker: Father Pavlos, Saint Catherine’s Monastery at Mount Sinai
Title of talk: "The Historical and Theological Significance of the Burning Bush"
Interdisciplinary lecture series, Center for Middle Eastern Studies
 
Thursday, November 10, 2011
5 p. m.
340 Stephens Hall
 
Father Pavlos is the senior monk and elder ascetic of Saint Catherine's Monastery at Mount Sinai, Egypt, an institution in uninterrupted existence since the sixth century that continues ascetic practices evidenced in the Sinai desert as early as the fourth. Father Pavlos was born 1939 in Kranidion, Greece, a small village near the ancient theatre of Epidaurus. He received a B.A. in Theology from the University of Athens in 1972. Immediately afterwards, he devoted himself to the tradition of ascetic life where it developed, at the roots of the Burning Bush in St. Catherine's Monastery, at the foot of the Peak of the Decalogue, where Moses received the Ten Commandments as recounted in the Old Testament Book of Exodus. In the four decades since, he has become famous throughout Greece and Cyprus and now America as a living link with an ancient mystical tradition to which both Western and Eastern systems of thought look for connection with God.
 
His visit this fall complements an upcoming exhibition on Byzantium and Islam at the Metropolitan Museum of New York (opening in March 2012), which highlights the remarkable relationship of the Sinai Monastery with the Islamic world, and especially its bonds of mutual respect and co-operation with the surrounding Bedouin tribes, with whom the monks have lived and worked since before the dawn of Islam.
 
Fr Pavlos has lectured in several U.S. academic institutions such as UCLA, UCSB, University of Redlands, California State Universities of San Bernardino and Bakersfield, USF and Santa Clara University, Cal-Poly, Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology.
