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Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute announces lecture and book signing with Dr. S. T. Georgiou, Ph.D.
Berkeley, CA (for immediate release) – The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute announces a lecture and  book signing event: Dr. S.T. Georgiou, Ph.D. will discuss and sign  copies of his new book MYSTIC STREET: MEDITATIONS ON A SPIRITUAL PATH on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 7PM, at the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute (come early to secure nearby parking; light refreshments provided), 2311 Hearst Avenue, Berkeley California. 
Life is a journey of faith and wonder, an odyssey of the heart.  Join author and educator Steve T. Georgiou for a walk along MYSTIC STREET as he shares spiritual and contemplative insights that grew out of his experiences while earning a doctoral degree in theology at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley.

With a forward by Br. Patrick Hart, O.C.S.O., last secretary to Thomas Merton, MYSTIC STREET explores deep and holy truths using a highly ecumenical and interfaith approach.  Deeply inspirational and renewing, these Christian-based meditations reveal the power of grace in our everyday lives and help to illuminate our passage in an increasingly complex world.

S.T. Georgiou teaches Comparative Religion and the Interdisciplinary Humanities at San Francisco City College, San Francisco State University, and through the Center For Arts, Religion, and Education (C.A.R.E.) at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley.  He is the author of the highly acclaimed, The Way of the Dreamcatcher: Spirit Lessons With Robert Lax, Poet-Peacemaker-Sage (Novalis, 2003).  Lax, (1915-2000), an American poet and hermit who made the Biblical isle of Patmos his home, is best remembered as the closest friend of Thomas Merton.


The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute is an affiliate member of the Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley, California, with a special relationship to the University of California. The Institute exists to study and disseminate Orthodox thought and culture. It offers courses at the Graduate Theological Union through the Alexander G. Spanos Chair in Orthodox Studies. Since 2004,  the Institute has offered a Master's Program in Orthodox Studies, the only such program in the western United States. 
By decision of the Holy and Venerable Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Institute has been designated a "Patriarchal Institute", ecclesiastically related to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.  It is the only institution in the United States so designated. 

The Institute offers a number of community education programs, including an annual Summer Institute, a lecture in celebration of St. Demetrios Day October, and the Paul G. Manolis Distinguished Lecture series, which brings to Berkeley internationally known scholars in Orthodox theology and history. Over the years Bishop Kallistos Ware, Fr. John Meyendorff, Sir Dimitri Obolensky, Fr. Robert Taft, and others have delivered the lectures.


The research arm of the Institute performs insightful studies of conditions facing the Orthodox Church. The most recent study of parish life, Evolving Visions of the Orthodox Priesthood in America, provides a broad array of conclusion concerning priests and the Church today. Inter-Orthodox Press, the publishing arm of the PAOI has published ten compelling titles on Orthodox theology and history.

The Institute sponsors the Orthodox Christian Fellowship at the University of California, Berkeley, offering the Divine Liturgy in the Chapel of St. Demetrios every Tuesday evening during the academic year, as well as a regular program of discussion and activities.


The Institute was founded in 1981 as an inter-Orthodox endeavor, supported by the various Orthodox Churches (Antiochian, Greek, OCA, Romanian, Serbian and others) in the United States. The Institute is named after His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, who served as Archbishop of North and South American from 1931 to 1948 and Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople from 1948 to 1972. As Archbishop, he was instrumental in healing the division between Royalist and Venizelist Greek-American communities and established a number of Archdiocesan organizations, including the Holy Cross School of Theology. As Patriarch, he was actively involved in the World Council of Churches and his meeting with Pope Paul VI in 1964 in Jerusalem led to rescinding the 1054 excommunications of the Great Schism.
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